Systemic suppression of contact hypersensitivity by ultraviolet b radiation or methoxsalen/ultraviolet a radiation in the guinea pig.
Treatment of strain 2 guinea pigs with ultraviolet b (uvb) (280-320 nm) radiation or methoxsalen, followed by ultraviolet a (uva) (320-400 nm) radiation, decreased the contact hypersensitivity (CHS) reaction to sensitizing agents applied subsequently to unirradiated sites. The decreased reactivity could be transferred to syngeneic animals and appeared to be caused by antigen-specific suppressor T lymphocytes. Ultraviolet b irradiation of sensitized animals did not affect elicitation of CHS in unirradiated skin.